Cross Party Group on Human Rights

Minutes 18 November 2009

Commitee Room C, Tŷ Hywel
Chair:

Bethan Jenkins AM

In attendance:
Aled Eurig (Welsh Refugee Council), Robyn Griffiths, (Cardiff University Amnesty Group), Mike Lewis (Welsh Refugee Council), Cathy Owens, (Amnesty International Wales), Leila Sayed-Taha (Cardiff University Amnesty Group), Chris Morgan (Amnesty International Wales). 

1 Discussion – human rights issues in Wales

Bethan Jenkins AM opened the meeting stating that casework on asylum issues had triggered her interest in human rights and of the need for the Assembly Government to be actively working to protect human rights. She to target specific areas, the group discussed various issues as they relate to Wales and the next steps necessary in order move forward the human rights agenda in Wales.

· Violence against Women: the work carried out by the Violence Against Women Action Group had clearly shown the deficiencies within the current system and this had galvanised the group to lobby for change in WAG policy. Although great progress had been made it was generally indicative of the lack of proper understanding of human rights issues within the Welsh Assembly Government. It was resolved that the Cross Party Group would not take action at this stage on this matter.

· The treatment of older people in Wales: several people mentioned the issues of care homes. It was agreed that the group should write to the Old Peoples’ Commissioner, researchers at Cardiff University and charities representing older people with a view to producing a short paper at the next meeting outlining the issues relating to care homes, but also the more general human rights issues as they affect older people.

· Asylum seekers in Wales: it is clear that the human rights of asylum seekers need to be better represented and contextualised, and that access to legal advice must be significantly improved in Wales. There have been examples of repatriation of asylum seekers and refugees with very poor access to legal advice. It was noted that there had been no political response to this issue. It was agreed to write to EHRC to ask them what support they give in terms of representation rights, especially in light of recent cuts to Legal Aid.

· The role of the EHRC in Wales: it was resolved to ask a representative of the Commission to attend a future meeting, asking them to outline how they see human rights in practice in Wales, especially in light of recent work carried out at a UK level. The role of the Commission in delivering advice and providing scrutiny in Wales was also discussed. 
2 International Human Rights issues

Cathy Owens raised the issue of significant overseas spend by the Welsh Assembly Government, as well as investment spend in Wales, that is not covered by a human rights framework. The Scottish Government seemed to have developed a higher profile for international human rights issues within its remit, and there was certainly scope to question the new First Minister on their intentions with regard to developing robust human rights agenda in Wales. John Watson, Programme Director of Amnesty International Scotland has a accepted an invitation to attend the next meeting to highlight how the Scottish Parliament has sought to influence the human rights agenda in Scotland. 

It was resolved to write a letter to the Welsh Assembly Government to ask how Ministers/civil servants engage with human rights issues, and how they promote human rights issues.

It was resolved to write a letter to the Assembly Commission for clarification on Assembly debates on international human rights issues. 

It was resolved to write a letter to the Minister for Economic Development, asking how their investment funding programme at home and abroad complies with the human rights agenda in Wales.

After discussion of the role of implementation of guidance, it was resolved that a letter be sent to the Welsh Assembly Government clarifying the scrutiny process that ensures that public bodies in Wales comply with the Human Rights Act.

3 Any other business

Amnesty International to arrange the date for the next meeting, which is to be held in February.

The next meeting is to be advertised in January and sent to AMs and all other interested parties in good time. 

